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Texas Master Naturalist Program

Forest Health

Enhancement of the nature area in the new 47 acre
city park through the removal of exotic vegetation

Outreach and Education in city parks to present value
of natural areas in the lives of Seguin’s children.

*Four programs in 2015 were presented on the last Saturday of

the month.
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BRINGING LIFE TO YOUR DOORSTEP SINCE 1888

-Discover the Forest (Developed as the 2015 class project) N R W oo oo ooy
*Each program was developed using a theme-based approach FIOHTING 7D RESTORE * [
and Is adaptable for other sites
*The Interpretation worksheet for each of these is available. et

“Craig Hensley, (Park Ranger with TPWD),
inspired us with his ideas and examples on
reaching out to children”

Liz R., Elizabeth H. and Clara Mae M., Master
Naturalists (2014 Class).

Betty, Clara Ma
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e, Liz present “Discover What’s

Blooming and Buzzing” 5/3/15

BRINGING LIFE TO YOUR DOORSTEP SINCE 1888
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ABOVE — Ariana Barr, 7, (front right) Holden Hoffmann, 6, (center) and Natayla Barr use their “fun”oculars to track down
a cardinal that flew through the park on Saturday. BELOW RIGHT — Kasiyah Taylor, 8, points out a bird she discovered
on the group’s walk through nature near the Memorial Rose Garden.

EYES TO THE SKIES

Master Naturalists provide free, fun bird-watchin

Felicia Frazar
felicia.frazar@seguingazette.com

SEGUIN — Emily Avalos, 6,
smiled as soon as she spotted a
the photo of the Blue jay that was
strategically placed along the trail
in the Memorial Rose Garden.

She picked up her “fun’oculars
to try and get a better look at the
blue bird or any bird flying around

wider public and encourage people

¢ classes for youngsters
C / C

clues,” she said. “The parents got

based on butterflies.

Guadalupe Master Naturalist Monta Zengerle stands on Thursday near where the Nature and Seguin Parks Alliance (NASPA) chopped down
ligustrum plants to allow the native plants to grow at the new Park West.

Groups work to save native flora, remove exotic plants

Jessica Kuhn
jessica.kuhn@seguingazette.com

EGUIN — Dating back to the

turn of the last century, an exot-

ic plant know as ligustrum was

brought to the South Texas area
because of its evergreen appearance
and easy-to-grow nature.

“After World War II, the big baby
boom and the suburban movement,
it was a plant in the nursery trade
that was cheap to grow, easy to grow
and evergreen,” Guadalupe Master
Naturalist Nancy Masterson said.

The Guadalupe Master Naturalists
along with the Guadalupe Native Plant
Society, Nogales Garden Club and
Guadalupe County Master Gardeners
formed a group known as the Nature
and Seguin Parks Alliance (NASPA)
in an effort to help remove the inva-
sive Asian plant, ligustrum, at the new
Park West

said. “There are lots of big beaut
native trees, mostly cedar elm and
oak, but there i1s very |
tion because the ligus
ything out

The removal of the exotic plant
is both important and commendable
when speaking of the new park’s habi-
tat, Parks and Recreation Director Jack
Jones said.

“It's going to take years and years
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effort to come out and
help clear the exotics,” he
said. “Eventually, it will
help this park be more
native, more natural and
more beautiful”

expand on their nature
classes normally geared
toward educating children
about nature and the out-
doors.

“Our group, we intend
to keep developing nature
interpretation programs
for this park and having
native plants here gives us
the opportunity to really
do that,” she said. “We can
develop a program about
what plants are here and
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people who lived here in
the precolonial periods,
during the Spanish period
and the early Texas set-
tlers”

While initially survey-
ing the area, Masterson

“The company, Rialto
Studio, contracted to build
the park actually went out
of its way to reposition
one of the soccer fields
to accommodate for the
only walnut tree we have
found,” she said.

Masterson also had
only praise to say about
the parks and recreation
dep.—u'lmcnt, menlmning
how workers had been out
helping with chainsaws
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Guadalupe Master Naturalist Nancy Masterson holds a Texas persimmons branch Thursday during a tour of the future nature
trail in Park West. Masterson said its known as the "sweetest fruit on the prairie and that animals love them.”

on the larger ligustrum
plants.

“The parks department
has been great” she said.
“They have encouraged us
to go through and mark all
the native plants we want
to save.”

Besides getting help
from the parks and rec-
reation department,

Zengerle said students
from Texas Lutheran
University have contribut-
ed in the removal process.

“We've had several
work days,” he said. “TLU
twice a year has come out
here on their Day of the
Dogs where they get stu-
dents involved in projects
around town helping haul

Jessica Kuhn - Seguin Gazette

Guadalupe Master Naturalist Nancy Masterson holds Texas persimmons Thursday
during a tour of the future nature trail in Park West. Masterson said it's known as the
“sweetest fruit on the prairie and that animals love them.”

e exotic plants at

Park West? Find out

Jones added how NASPAs work is
very welcomed, acknowledging how his
office doesn’t have the resources or time
to dedicate to the exotic plants removal.

“We can’t do this ourselves; we real-

of effort, and they’ve got a really good
start already in here clearing out some
areas that were just being choked with
exotics,” Jones said. “They are opening
the canopies so that the natives can

actually grow, and they have found
just beautiful live oaks out there in the
woods”

ly need the community to help in this

PLANTS -3

Approach to treatment of
exotics provided by local
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension

office.

Relationships developed:

Nogales Garden Club
-Texas Lutheran University
-Texaslnvasives.org

“We’ll work with the Master Naturalists and
volunteer groups who will help with work days to
try to get rid of Chinaberry, ligustrum and bamboo,”
Jones said. “You have lots of live oaks, red oak and
other native trees out there that are beautiful, but you
can’t see them because of the bamboo and the
ligustrum, and you have to pull it up, really. You
can’t get rid of it all, but you can limit its growth.
Right now, it’s out of control.”

Without the help of the Master Naturalists and the
other volunteers, the city would be hard-pressed to

find a solution...
Jack Jones Parks Dir. Seguin Gazette 4/22/2014

stuff off”

Lastly, Masterson said
they applied and received a
grant through Help Seguin
Shine, which is funded by
the city of Seguin with vol-
untary contributions on
people’s utility bills.

“We applied and
received approval for up
to $500 and for this park

enhancement of remov-
ing the exotics and also
to do community pro-
grams like the Discover
What’s Swimming and
the upcoming Discover
What’s in the Forest
event for kids,” Masterson
said. “All of that is being
funded by the people of
Seguin.”

Seguin Parks and Recreation Department
Guadalupe County Master Gardeners
Native Plant Society of Texas
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Monta presents “Discover What's Swimming 6/27/15

Invasive trees ready for the city shredder

* Twelve community events to rescue
native plants and to remove exotic plants
» 208 Master Naturalist service hours

* 60 Community Volunteers for an
additional 180 service hours

* Flve community events
- 53 children

- 53 adults : $500 Grant

through the HELP

2014 Help W eriNE
Seguin Shine

Program

Keys to the Success of this Project
1)

102 Master Naturalist outreach hours

evelop Relationships with Partners

a) Meetthem

b) Listen to their needs

c) Seek common points of interest
eek funding in the community

a) May not require 501-(c)(3)Non-Profit status

b) Local funders respond well to reaching the community

and collaboration within the community

rovide the message to the local press

a) Pressreleases

b) Offer to be interviewed

c) Invite press to events

Follow a process - Make it Happen
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TEXAS TEXAS A&M

Mission - to develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide
education, outreach, and service dedicated to the beneficial
management of natural resources and natural areas within their
communities for the State of Texas.

PARKS &
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