
Current Status of Meadow Lake Dam Repairs 
 
 
As of April 2026, progress continues on the planning, engineering, permitting for the Meadow Lake 
Dam Repairs.  The preliminary field work–  surveying, concrete structural testing, geotechnical  
(drilling, sampling, lab testing), plan review– is complete.  The engineering firm, GEI, has completed 
hydrological and hydraulic studies for TCEQ review, and TCEQ is currently reviewing these 
engineering reports.  Based on the field work, GEI has provided a dam stability report which is 
positive.  Considerable consideration (i.e. time) has been given to dam stability and any impact 
associated with overtopping and  dam failure.  The construction plans are approximately 90% 
complete and will be submitted for permitting following TCEQ’s response to hydraulic analysis.    
 
In conjunction with the engineering, the Meadow Lake WCID is also coordinating with:  GVEC 
regarding electric service to the upgraded dam gates, US Army Corps of Engineers in an effort to 
obtain low interest rate financing (in lieu of issuing bonds), and GBRA regarding to transfer of the 
dam to the Meadow Lake WCID.   

 
Field Investigation, Planning 
  -  Survey and inspection of existing infrastructure - Complete 

   

 

 

  -  Concrete testing  and Ground Penetrating Radar - Complete 

   Concrete Condition Assessment (GEI 2/24/25) 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 -  Geotechnical Report - Complete 

   

 

-      Dam Stability Report - Complete 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Engineering            

-  Hydrology and Hydraulic Reports - Complete & Submitted.  TCEQ reports that the technical review 

is complete, and a response letter is expected within the next 2 weeks.  It is anticipated that TCEQ will 

concur with GEI's assessment of Nolte Dam's low hazard rating.  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

-  Construction Plans - 90% complete assuming a low hazard rating.  If Nolte Dam is deemed 

significant hazard rated by TCEQ, then additional anchoring will be necessary and added to the plans.  

The construction plans will be complete within the next 4 weeks and submitted to TCEQ for a 4-8 

week review.  Following this plan review, bid packages will be prepared, and the construction bid 

process will begin. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Other Items & Next Steps 
-  Coordinating with GVEC on the routing of 3-phase power  - In process 

-  U.S. Army Corpse of Engineers (USACE) Loan Package - Submitted 

-  USACE Permitting - GEI is coordinating with USACE on permitting type as most of the work is within 

the footprint of the existing dam, but there is some maintenance along the canal that needs to be 

completed.   A USACE permit is needed for the work within the canal area, and it is currently 

anticipated that this work can be permitted via an existing nation-wide permit.  If a project specific 

permit is required, permitting time will be approximately 8-10 weeks.    

-  Project bids - As the plans are completed, GEI and the WCID will prepare a bid package and 

contract package.  At that time, the project timeline can be updated based on procurement lead 

times (Obermeyer gate manufacturing, tower crane delivery, etc…)  and construction schedules. 

-  Coordinating with GBRA regarding ownership transfer of Nolte Dam. 

  

 



  



 



 



 


